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Abstract

Reproductive studies of congenital malformations frequently rely on exposures reported by
study subjects. Differential error in exposure reporting by cases and controls, which has alternately
been referred to as “recall bias”™ and “reporting bias” may result in a biased effect measure. Some
authors have attempted to avoid reporting bias by comparing exposures between two malformed
groups, rather than between cases and non-malformed controls. This approach, however, may
introduce its own bias, which we call selection bias. Both reporting bias and selection bias are shown to
be algebraically equivalent to bias arising from exposure misclassification. The magnitudes of these
lbiases_ are compared for a range of plausible parametric values. The case-control design is sensitive to
both differential reporting and selection bias, and the choice of study design involves balancing these

two sources of bias.



If Your Local Membership Has Expired:
There are two ways you can renew a local membership—directly through the chapter or indirectly
through the national organization.

1) Local dues are $9 for regular members and $3 for students. Payments can be sent to the chapter
treasurer, Lenny Ayyengar at the address shown at 120 Dunsmuir Way, Menlo Park, Ca.
94025.

2) When you become (or renew) your ASA national membership, you have the option to pay your

local dues through them. The national offices are at
1429 Duke Street

Alexandria, Va. 22314-3402

Phone (703)-684-1221
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