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Abstract
Since 1975, the Current Index to Statistics (CIS) has provided bibliographic information on

theoretical and applied papers and books in the statistica] sciences, Recently, most of the computer
files used to brepare these indexes have been modified and combined into a unified, computer
searchable data base, I will mention some of the political, financial, and technical challenges to

establishing the €IS Cumulative Data Base, discuss its use for statistical consulting and research, and

speculate on future directions for computer searchable bibliographic data bases and for electronic

publishing of statistics Jjournals,
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